L A NDA RT L A NDSCA PES
“ A S A C H I L D , I always looked up to people who could make something from nothing with their

hands,” says Matt Leacy. So he studied construction and began his career building gardens. “I wanted
to understand the practical side – I thought this would enhance my ability to design,” he explains.
“I am still in two minds as to whether it does.”
With clients urging him to design for them, he transitioned comfortably into that, too. Now Landart,
which he co-founded in 2000, designs, constructs and maintains gardens with its team of 40. But, with
his building background, perhaps it’s not surprising hardscaping dominates the design process. “I love
clean, sharp lines in the built form, with the texture relief coming in a smaller format in the same
material,” he says. “Softening can come from the plantings. There is nothing better than a well-designed,
defined space that is complemented by an array of interesting plantings that are both sculpted and free
flowing to provide the balance to the built forms.”
He also loves to see movement, flow and subtle texture. But, above all, a garden has to pass the
people test. “You can have an amazing space but if it doesn’t get people using it, it loses value.” Like
the gardens he creates, his plant selections evolve. “You tend to keep the staples you know will thrive
and add experimental plants to provide a point of difference,” says Matt. For a hardy shrub that flowers
in winter and spring, and provides deep green glossy foliage, he might opt for Rhaphiolepis indica
‘Oriental Pearl’. Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis), meanwhile, can be sculptured into a hedge or ‘cloud’,
while miscanthus and Poa ornamental grasses also often emerge in his creations – “I love the way they
flower, provide a soft relief to shaped forms, and how they move in a breeze can be hypnotising.”
But his take on hard surfaces and built forms hasn’t changed dramatically, with the changes being
more in the type of stone and tile finishes used. The rewards, too, remain the same. “The two best
moments are the day the plants arrive on site – the relief of green puts a smile on everybody’s face,”
he says. “And then there’s the moment where all the hard work and effort is appreciated by the client
and you see the family using the space as it was designed to be used. Nature is one of the only things
where my mind can rest and be satisfied that nothing needs doing. It is not something I obsess over,
it just becomes the way I think.”
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THESE PAGES The striking
garden by Landart Landscapes
overlooks Freshwater Beach
in Sydney’s northern suburbs.
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esigning a garden for an award-winning home looking out over
one of Sydney’s most beautiful beaches was a dream gig for
designers Matt Leacy and Tom Wright of Landart Landscapes. But dream sites come
with big responsibilities. With a backdrop on one side of a stunning Chenchow
Little building and, on the other, uninterrupted ocean views, the garden design
needed to be just right – sympathetic to the architecture, responsive to the client’s
desires and to frame rather than obstruct views. Matt and his team have nailed it,
creating a striking, restrained and beautifully detailed space.
“When we first saw the property, the garden was just grass,” says Matt. “Our
client really wanted to create a relaxed, flowing space where they could drift in and
out of the house. They’re very family oriented and also wanted to be able to entertain
outside as well. They wanted a space they could connect with visually from the
inside of the house, and also a space to entice them to go out into.” Because of its
frontline coastal location, the property is exposed to extreme weather at different
times of the day and year.
Tailoring a garden space that allows the clients to be outside as much as possible
was important to Matt. “There’s an area where you can have evening drinks when
the wind dies down and then drift around the corner where it’s a little more protected.”
The property takes indoor/outdoor living to a whole new level, with doors that slide
back entirely, revealing grand beach views framed by the vertical timber balustrade
and textural, low plantings in the garden.
The view of the garden is even more impressive from above, according to Matt.
“One of the best visuals of the garden is from the first floor, looking down. The
front of the property is on quite an angle, and we’ve repeated this within the garden
design, softening the strong lines with relaxed, sculptural planting.” Not only did
Matt and the Landart team have the frontline salt exposure to consider when selecting
plants, they also had the challenge of the owner’s young dog, who had a penchant
for running up and down the balustrade. “It was really tricky trying to work out
what would grow there and be suitable with both the salt and the dog. We needed
to use plants that were hardy enough for the dog to step on, until he got used to
walking on the deck!” Matt says.
They planted hard-wearing species such as Casuarina ‘Cousin It’, Agave ‘Sharkskin’
and Senecio serpens, as well as native grasses like Lomandra ‘Tanika’. “We added tree
aloes (Aloidendron barberae) to break up the timber screens and create some shadow
play against them. We wanted a coastal, casual garden that had a lot of texture. We
wanted it to feel settled in front of the view.”
One of the hallmarks of Landart’s work is attention to detail. This garden is no
exception. A sustainably harvested spotted gum deck floats over limestone paving,
and garden beds are edged with Corten steel. A custom-built polished concrete
barbecue, designed by Matt and the Landart team, cantilevers over the deck. Level
changes are subtle and resolved. It’s a striking and elegant space that complements
both the architecture and the site. Most importantly, though, the owners love it.
“The owners are thrilled,” says Matt. “They’re passionate about caring for the garden
on an ongoing basis and keep it looking really good.” Creating a space that people
want to be in and to care for is the hallmark of a successful design. landart.com.au.

THESE PAGES The
strong lines of this coastal
property are softened by
loose textural planting.
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THESE PAGES The sustainably
harvested spotted gum deck
will turn silver over time, melding
into the coastal landscape.
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THESE PAGES Prostrate
she-oak Casuarina glauca
‘Cousin It’ is a salt-tolerant
native species perfect for
exposed coastal gardens.
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THESE PAGES Sharp
design details such as this
custom barbecue co-star
in this beachy scheme.
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