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urban oasis In this backyard in Sydney’s east, the 
crowning glory is the eco green roof atop the guest 
house. “We used miscanthus grass for mass planting 
and Casuarina glauca as the spillover plant,” says 
landscape designer Matt Leacy of Landart. “Both 
these plants are water-wise and drought resistant.”  
A green roof not only helps insulate the property, 
reining in energy consumption, it also absorbs 
rainfall, saving it from the stormwater drain. The 
feature is a star in its own right, with its lush foliage 
extending the garden space to create a wonderful 
vista for the bedrooms that overlook the backyard. > 

GREEN DREAM
WATER-WISE PLANTS HELPED TRANSFORM  

A CONCRETE JUNGLE INTO A SUSTAINABLE OASIS  

IN THE CITY, COMPLETE WITH ROOFTOP GARDEN

Story VANESSA KEYS  Photography JASON BUSCH

Sustainable 
Australian 

hardwood in 
Spotted Gum 

from Hardware 
And General.

OCTOBER 2019 I  HOMEBEAUTIFUL.COM.AU    193



  
  
  
   

   
    

         HERO pla
n
t

H
ER

O
 m

at
erial

“THE GREEN ROOF WORKS 
WONDERS AT SOFTENING THE 

OUTLOOK, MAKING IT FEEL  
LIKE A MUCH LARGER GARDEN” 

~ MATT, DESIGNER

entertaining Comprising an outdoor lounge, 
barbecue, dining area and seating nook, this zone  
called for flooring that was hard-wearing, but not  
clinical. “This natural limestone doesn’t stain and  
stays cool underfoot, even in the hot sun,” says Matt. 
“Plus, the warm tones of the grey help to soften the 
space, and the movement within the pattern adds  
visual interest.” Tactile materials continue in the 
pool zone, where Matt used sustainable hardwood 
in Spotted Gum for the boardwalk-style deck. “We 
deliberately avoided a defined tiled edge around 
the pool, which can make the area look smaller. 
Instead, the deck covers the coping, so there’s 
no predictable edge. This allows the overhanging 
deck to create a floating boardwalk feel.”  

When guests step into the garden of this 
property in Sydney’s east, it isn’t the 
glittering pool or resort-style deck that 

first captures their attention. Rather, it is the lush 
green roof on top of the guest house, adorned with 
ornamental grass, that captivates. “It’s become quite 
the statement piece,” says Matt Leacy, the project’s 
designer and the principal of Sydney’s Landart. The 
second surprising element is that the entire outdoor 
space is in fact a whole other rooftop garden in itself. 
“Everything that you see outside has been built on 
top of the home’s garage,” explains Matt. “So, it’s 
essentially a roof garden on a roof garden.” 

When the owners – who have two young children 
– first bought the property in 2017, the outdoor zone 
consisted of the pool, guest house, a tiled area and 
a tiny patch of grass. “It felt harsh, and there was no 
area for the kids to play,” says Matt. “The separation 
between the pool and the landscape was really strong.” 
To soften the space, he introduced a host of warm, 
tactile materials – timber decking, soft grey limestone 
tiles and blue mosaics – and paired them with plenty 
of hardy plants, including a large expanse of soft 
buffalo grass and a two-metre-tall bamboo hedge to 
create privacy. The finishing touch is the green roof, 
which transforms neglected space into an eco oasis. 
“It’s important we do as much as we can to conserve 
energy and save water,” advises Matt, who planted 
miscanthus grass and Casuarina glauca, both of 
which need little maintenance and change with the 
seasons. “A green roof retains warmth in winter and 
stays cool in summer, plus it captures rain. It also 
makes for a far nicer outlook than a plain roof.” 
designer Matt Leacy, Landart, landart.com.au.

{EXPERT T IP }

BAMBOO 
FENCE

 “BAMBOO IS  GREAT 
FOR PRIVACY,”  SAYS 

MATT LEACY OF 
LANDART.  “BUT IT CAN 
FEEL OVERWHELMING 
IF NOT CONTROLLED. 
WE TRIMMED LEAVES 
FROM THE GROUND  

SO THE CANES WERE 
EXPOSED,  CREATING  

A RAISED-HEDGE 
EFFECT.” 

Built from the same Spotted 
Gum timber as the fence and 
decking, this shady L-shaped 
bench is the perfect place for  
adults to enjoy a drink while  
the kids splash in the pool.  
“The cantilevered effect helps  
to make the small space feel 
larger by exposing as much  
floor as possible,” says Matt. 

Look closely and you’ll notice the water lapping at 
the edge of the tiles, rather than sitting below the 
pavement. “The flush finish means you don’t get 
that big expansive water line,” explains Matt. “It’s  
a small detail, but it makes a big difference to how  
the water blends in with the surrounding space.” 

Miscanthus grass 
(mass planting) 
and Casuarina 

glauca (spillover)
transformed  

a plain rooftop.

Limestone tiles 
in ‘Garonne’ 

from Eco 
Outdoor.

A large artwork  
(artist unknown)  
in the guest house  
injects a pop of  
bright colour to  
the verdant space.
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